
Keeping the Mediterranean safe

As it has been for thousands of years the 
Mediterranean region is not just the key trade 
artery to and from Europe, Black Sea and  
Mediterranean littoral states but also to the  
wider world – this global intersection constitutes 
activity amounting to sixth of the world trade. 

Its security must be assured to protect our way 
of life – whether to facilitate the flow of energy 
resources from the Mediterranean itself or the 
Middle East (over 65% of all oil and natural gas 
supplies bound for western Europe), or sustain 
‘just-in-time’ delivered supplies of finished  
products or raw materials from further east, or 
to avoid disruption of the myriad of physical 
communication links running under the sea, or 
to protect resources from the sea (from fishing 
to tourism).  Over 200,000 vessel greater than 
100 GRT ply their trade through and in the 
Mediterranean each year – one third of the  
worlds merchant fleet.

September 2001 and subsequent terrorist 
attacks proved such assurance can not be taken 
for granted and that enduring commitment to 
delivering safety and security needs collective, 
sustained resolve to bring confidence to the 
maritime community, collective security through 
engagement between nations of different 
groupings and deterrence to those who attempt 
to use the sea for illicit or illegal purposes.

OPERATION 
ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR

NATO from the outset has been fully commited 
to contributing, along with a growing network 
of partner nations, to that assurance.  It 
provides a focus, through its Maritime 
Headquarters in Naples, for continuous and  
comprehensive surveillance of the 
Mediterranean and its approaches, and by a 
range of ships, aircraft, submarines and other 
assets provides the means to deliver influence, 
to the benefit of honest sailors and stakeholders 
of whatever nation or organisation.

Such enduring vigilance promotes normality not 
aberrations.  Thus success in this enterprise, by 
its nature, must be achievement of a lack of 
crises. It is a long game needing the  
commitment and strategic patience brought by 
NATO.
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NATO offers mariners the opportunity to help in 
its efforts by providing information abou t 
suspicious or illegal activity:
Free Phone Hotlines:
Allied Maritime HQ Naples (00)800 1101 2010  
NATO Shipping Centre          (00)44 1923 956574
E-mail:
oaenow@live.com
info@shipping.nato.int

www.manp.nato.int



ConceptConcept
OAE was initially designed as an operation 
relying on ships, aircraft and submarines, 
drawn from two Standing NATO Maritime 
Groups in rotation. 

The current modus operandi is to gather 
and process information and intelligence to 
be aware of the traffic in the entire 
Mediterranean Sea with selective focus on 
particular contacts of interest. 

New technologies, exploitation of 
developments in surveillance and 
information sharing capabilities, closer  
cooperation and information sharing have 
all enabled the progressive transition from 
the predominant use of ships, submarines 
and airplanes to more cost efficient  
networks of sensors and databases to 
monitor the Mediterranean activity.

However, even with its new information 
focus, OAE relies on ships, submarines, 
aircraft and other assets to supplement that 
surveillance and provide the physical , 
immediate readiness deterrence necessary 
to interact with the maritime community at 
sea and to promote closer partnerships for 
collective security during port visits around 
the Mediterranean.

The collaboration and co-operation with 
Partner and Mediterranean Dialogue 
countries has substantially improved the 
overall effectiveness of OAE.  In the same 
way, information exchange between NATO 
and other non-NATO contributing nations, 
law enforcement agencies, international 
organisations and non-governmental 
organisations is delivering an ever more 
robust network of contributing partners.

MissionMission
Operation Active Endeavour (OAE) is part 
of NATO’s multi-faceted response to the 
terrorist threat. Its mission is to conduct 
maritime operations in the Mediterranean 
to demonstrate NATO's resolve to help  
deter, defend, disrupt and protect against 
terrorism. 

OAE was launched after the terrorist  
attacks of September 2001; its mandate 
has been regularly reviewed and its remit 
extended. Experience and skills developed 
in OAE have dramatically improved 
surveillance and operational techniques in 
the conduct of Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) – skills that have readily 
transferred to and benefitted other MSOs, 
such as NATO’s contribution to Counter 
Piracy operations around the Horn of 
Africa.  

The Operation not only demonstrates  
NATO’s resolve but is also a vivid example 
of the added, essential value that NATO 
can bring to the complex, global fight  
against terrorism.

Maritime Maritime TerrorismTerrorism
The sea affords the same opportunities to 
criminal and terrorist organizations that it 
provides for peaceful use or exploitation.

The Mediterranean Sea is used for illegal 
trafficking of all descriptions – criminals 
that can just as easily support terrorist  
operations or be an income generator or 
smoke screen for terrorist organizations.

Maritime shipping and infrastructure 
represent lucrative targets for terrorists,  
who are only too aware of the significant 
economic, social, political or environmental 
impact that can be achieved by attacking or 
exploiting vulnerabilities presented by a 
peaceful maritime community.

Terrorism and supporting criminal activity 
represent a real and most credible threat to 
the region’s security and prosperity.  

Cooperation with Operation Acti ve 
Endeavour by all in the maritime  
community provides for the safe and secure 
use of the sea. 

By providing voluntary movement reports 
and reporting suspicious or illegal activity, 
mariners and all those with a stake in the 
maritime are actively participating in the  
protection of themselves and their  
livelihood. 

Cooperation with Operation Active 
Endeavour by all in the maritime  
community provides for the safe and secure 
use of the sea.

By providing voluntary movement reports 
and reporting suspicious or illegal activity, 
mariners and all those with a stake in the 
maritime are actively participating in the 
protection of themselves and their  
livelihood. 
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