Standing NATO Mine Countermeasures Group 2 (SNMCMG2)
SNMCMG2, is a multinational, integrated maritime force - made up of vessels from various allied nations, training and operating together as a single team - that is permanently available to NATO to perform a wide range tasks, from participating in exercises to crisis response and real world operational missions. Usually the Force is employed in the Mediterranean area but, as required, will be available anywhere NATO requires it to deploy.

Composition of the Force varies as naval units are provided by NATO contributing nations on a rotational basis while Command of the Force rotates among them. COM SNMCMG2 (currently Commander Marcus Paetsch, German Navy). He reports to the Commander of Allied Component Command Maritime Naples, one of the three Component Commanders reporting to the Commander, Allied Joint Force Command Naples.

Nations routinely contributing to the Force are Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain and Turkey. Other NATO nations have also occasionally contributed.

SNMCMG2 carries out a continuous programme of operational training and conducts port visits to know and get known in many ports in and out of the Mediterranean, in NATO and non-NATO nations. These include ports in nations that are part of the Partnership for Peace, Mediterranean Dialogue and the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative programmes.
Mission  

NATO has two Standing Maritime Groups (SNMGs) and two Standing Maritime Mine Countermeasure Groups  (SNMCMGs). The latter provides the Alliance with a continuous mine countermeasures (MCM) capability for NATO Response Force (NRF) operations, non-NRF operations and other activities in peacetime and periods of crisis and conflict. The primary role of these Forces, as standing elements of their respective NRF, is the full integration and participation in the NRF, providing maritime support to operations. 

Other missions that are applicable to both SNMGs and SNMCMGs include establishing Alliance presence, demonstrating solidarity, conducting routine diplomatic visits to member, partner and non NATO countries, supporting transformation and providing a variety of maritime military capabilities to ongoing missions. 

Background 

NATO activated on May 27, 1999, an operational mine countermeasures capability permanently available in the Mediterranean and poised for action in peacetime, crisis or conflict. The new force, initially called NATO Mine Counter Measures Force Mediterranean (MCMFM) is since available to the Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR). This force normally comprises up to eight mine hunters/sweepers and a support ship from Allied nations. 

On 3 September, 2001 NATO’s Standing Mine Countermeasures force in the Mediterranean (MCMFORMED) changed its name to Mine Countermeasures Force South (MCMFORSOUTH), to bring its name in line with its then NATO Northern Region counterpart, MCMFORNORTH. The change also reflected that NATO’s Maritime Forces were no longer constrained to one particular area of operations. The force assumed its current denomination as Standing NATO Mine Counter Measures Group 2 (SNMCMG2) on 1 January, 2005 when new names and missions were allocated to NATO's maritime immediate reaction forces, to make them part of the NRF. When not required for specific NRF events, the NATO standing naval groups carry out the same activities as they had been doing under their old names, i.e., conducting defence diplomacy port visits, keeping continuous NATO maritime presence and providing day-to-day verification of current naval procedures, tactics and effectiveness.

Operations

MCMFORMED and her sister force Mine Counter Measures Force North Western Europe (MCMFORNORTH) were tasked in June 1999 to operate in the Adriatic Sea to clear ordnance jettisoned during Operation Allied Force. The combined force comprised 11 Mine hunter/sweepers and a support ship from Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Italy, The Netherlands, Turkey, United Kingdom and the United States. It also involved a Forward Logistic Site (FLS) activated in Ancona by the Italian Navy with forward supply units from United Kingdom, Germany and Belgium. 

The operation, named Allied Harvest, began on 9 June 99. Search activities began three days later and lasted 73 days. In total, 93 pieces of ordnance were located and cleared in the nine areas searched by the NATO Forces, which encompass 1,041 square nautical miles. The process of searching the sea floor and safely countermining ordnance was very difficult and challenging. The areas were thoroughly searched using the most advanced technological systems and the operation has been safely concluded. MCMFORNORTH and MCMFORMED, having completed the assigned mission, returned to their normal activities. 

The Force also periodically participates in Operation Active Endeavour, NATO’s maritime contribution to the fight against terrorism.

Exercises
SNMCMG2 routinely participates in major NATO exercises. Annually it participates in  Noble Manta, Noble Midas, Cooperative Mako and in a number of exercises hosted by allied and partner nations.

